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Mr. HILL of Montana. Mr. Speaker, Taiwan 
will celebrate its birthday on October 10, 2000. 
Taiwan is a modern country led by President 
Chen Shui-bian, who believes that Taiwan’s 
future lies in a strong democracy and a free 
enterprise system. Taiwan is an excellent 
model of democracy, as was demonstrated in 
its March presidential election. Since his inau-
guration as president on May 20, President 
Chen has convincingly demonstrated his lead-
ership. Economically, in addition to its well-
known industrial prowess, in recent years Tai-
wan leads most Asian nations in its production 
of computers, chips and telecommunications 
equipment. 

Taiwan is Montana’s 5th largest trade part-
ner, purchasing millions of dollars of Montana 
exports of agricultural products, chemicals and 
machinery. I want to thank our friends in Tai-
wan for their continued importation of Montana 
goods. 

Taiwan’s citizens enjoy one of the highest 
living standards in the world. On the occasion 
of Republic of China’s National Day, it is im-
portant to remember that Taiwan has a strong 
relationship with the United States and we 
hope that this relationship will continue to 
flourish in the years to come. Happy birthday 
Taiwan.
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Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, today I cele-
brate the life and memory of Mr. Thomas J. 
Lassiter of Smithfield, NC. Mr. Lassiter was a 
talented and influential journalist, a respected 
community figure, and a dedicated family man. 
As a journalist and editor of the Smithfield her-
ald, Mr. Lassiter was widely known for his bold 
and careful thought and for taking sometimes 
umpopular, yet morally correct positions on 
issues of the day. History has proven that 
Thomas Lassiter was truly a man before his 
time. 

Thomas James Lassiter, Jr. was born on 
August 21, 1911, to Thomas and Rena 
Lassiter, and graduated from Duke University 
in 1932. After taking a year to play jazz trom-
bone with the Jelly Leftwich orchestra, Mr. 
Lassiter returned to Smithfield to join his moth-
er at the herald, where she was serving as 
editor. He remained at the paper for not quite 
half a century until his retirement in 1980. Dur-
ing the 1940’s, 50’s, and 60’s. Lassiter gained 
fame for his strong editorials on racial justice 
and his opinions on local and international 
issues. He also served as president of the 
North Carolina Press Association in 1951–52, 
and in 1982 was elected to the North Carolina 
Journalism Hall of Fame. Mr. Lassiter also 

taught journalism at the University of North 
Carolina from 1948 to 1953. 

By virtue of the words he wrote in the 
Smithfield herald, Mr. Lassiter was already a 
public figure, but he also was motivated to 
serve his community through action. Over the 
years, he served as chairman or president of 
the Smithfield Library Board of Trustees, the 
Smithfield Chamber of Commerce, the local 
chapter of the North Carolina Symphony Soci-
ety, and the Smithfield Kiwanis Club. He was 
also a leader at Smithfield First Baptist 
Church, as superintendent of Sunday school 
and church history. Mr. Lassiter was also com-
mitted to his family. Together he and Eliza-
beth, his wife of 61 years, raised two children 
who gave him four grandchildren, and two 
great grandchildren. 

Mr Speaker, before I close I want to read a 
quote form one of Mr. Lassiter’s editorials. I 
believe it summarizes the greatness and vi-
sion of his work and gives us an idea of the 
intellect Mr. Lassiter possessed. This excerpt 
taken from an article titled ‘‘A Regrettable Rift’’ 
was written after some African American citi-
zens were denied the right to register to vote 
in the 1945 Smithfield primary election.

All the Negroes who presented themselves 
for registration—more than 75 of them—were 
turned down, while only two whites were de-
nied the privilege of getting their names in 
the book. 

Racial discrimination is on the way out in 
America and the sooner the people generally 
recognizing that fact the better it will be for 
whites as well as Negroes. Racial discrimina-
tion is on the way out because it is fun-
damentally wrong. It is contrary to the very 
heart of the teachings of Jesus Christ. It is 
contrary to the highest concept of democ-
racy. It is specially forbidden by the Con-
stitution of the United States. 

Negroes pay taxes; they are subject to the 
same laws that govern whites; they are 
drafted into the armed forces; they shed 
their blood on the battlefields alongside of 
white soldiers. If they are asked to spill their 
blood for democracy, can we honorably deny 
them the right to share in the democracy for 
which they fight? 

How long will the Negroes refrain from 
militancy or belligerency in their struggle 
for basic rights? That depends upon how soon 
the majority race frees itself from deep-root-
ed prejudices and refrains from denying Ne-
groes fundamental democratic privileges 
which are guaranteed them by the highest 
law in the land.

Twenty years before the Voting Rights Act, 
the extraordinary editorial was bold, visionary 
and courageous. Mr. Speaker, Thomas J. 
Lassiter left us a legacy of words and actions 
that inspire us to improve our society, serve 
our local community, and uphold the honor of 
our families. I am honored to share his story 
and celebrate his legacy with this House 
today.
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Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in mem-
ory of a beloved citizen of the Fourth Congres-

sional District and a dear friend, the later Betty 
Jean Henderson Banks of Ivanhoe, Texas, 
who passed away earlier this year. Betty was 
a wonderful woman whose kindness and dedi-
cation to her family, friends and community 
will be long remembered. 

Born in Louisiana to the late Lafayette Victor 
Henderson and Ida Butler Starke Henderson, 
Betty married James Walter Banks in 1938 in 
Bonham, Texas. Throughout her years in 
Bonham, Betty raised a family and worked 
tirelessly on behalf of her community. Betty 
was known by many of her work at the Sam 
Rayburn Memorial Veterans Center in 
Bonham, where she worked in food service. 
She also was known throughout Bonham for 
her volunteer efforts on numerous causes, for 
making uniforms for the Missionettes (Girls 
Club) to helping find and fight for a liver trans-
plant for a baby in need. Betty was an integral 
part of a women’s prayer group that met 
monthly for a prayer breakfast at the First Na-
tional Bank in Bonham, and she was a mem-
ber of the First Pentecostal Church of God in 
Bonham. 

In the local paper, this was written about 
Betty by Mrs. Paul Keahey: ‘‘Over the years 
she stood up for truth and honesty at all levels 
of society and government and what she be-
lieved to be right.’’ These sentiments were 
echoed by her many friends and fellow citi-
zens who knew her and loved her. 

Betty is survived by her son and daughter-
in-law, James V. ‘‘Butch’’ Banks and Carol of 
Baytown; two daughters and sons-in-law, 
Kathy and Mike Stockton of Ravenna and 
Becky and Victor Santiago of West Haven, 
Conn.; and a brother, Robert H. Henderson of 
Colville, Wash.. She is also survived by seven 
grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. 
She was preceded in death by her loving hus-
band, James Walter Banks, who passed away 
in 1996; a granddaughter, Amanda Stockton; 
brother, L. Victor Henderson, and a sister, 
Yvonne Henderson. 

Betty was an honest and loyal friend to 
many and a role model in her community. We 
will miss her—but her legacy will live on in the 
lives of all those whom she touched with her 
generosity and kindness. Mr. Speaker, as we 
adjourn today, may we do so in memory of 
this beloved citizen of Fannin County, Betty 
Banks.
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Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, today I pay 
tribute to Dr. James H. Billington, the Librarian 
of Congress, and to thank him for the fine job 
that he and the staff of the Library have done 
with the Local Legacies program, which has 
served as the focal point of this year’s bicen-
tennial celebration for the Library. 

As the members may be aware, the Library 
of Congress, the nation’s oldest federal cul-
tural institution, was established by an act of 
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